
McCone County 

MUSEUM  

HWY 200  

Circle, MONTANA 

59215 

Call for tours:  

406-485-2414 

OPEN MAY 1st to  

SEPTEMBER 30th 

9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

Monday to Friday 

Established in 1983 

www.mccone.mt.gov/museum.html  

 

PETER RORVIK 

Founder of the Town of Circle  

Peter Rorvik came to Redwater area as a young man,  
moved his family here and made the old Circle Ranch 
his home in 1905. That year, in order to accommodate 
many of the farmers settling the area, Mr. Rorvik estab-
lished a small store using a portion of his home in an 
old log building and thus, Mr. Rorvik became the foun-
der of the Town of Circle. His business grew to the ex-
tent that a new building was erected in 1907. Besides 
being the Postmaster for many years, Mr. Rorvik also 
served as U.S. Commissioner and was a busy man dur-
ing homestead days, helping the settlers to ñprove upò. 
The Town of Circle was moved to its present location on 
the Dan McCugh homestead the fall of 1914. Mr. Rorvik 
moved his business to a new site and continued to op-
erate the store there for a number of years. He later 
became the McCone County Treasure and also served 
as State Senator. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

ñCircleò was named for the old Circle Ranch  

which itôs brand was a plain  O 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Circleôs First Post Office & How Circle Was Named 

ñPeterôs Storyò by Peter Rorvik 

ñIn 1906 before a Post Office could be established, I 
had to correspond with Washington, D.C. and get a 
signed petition and a count of prospective patrons. 
Then I had to carry the mail to Glendive, often taking a 
full week for a round trip. This was to establish what 
amount of business was actually in prospect. Most of 
the ranchers paid $2 per month to help on the ex-
penses. After 19 months of this, we finally were given 
weekly mail at a cost of $60 a month to the government. 
My wife was the first postmaster, I was the carrier to 
start with.ò 

 Our gift shop is open daily from May 

to the end of September and offers a wide  

variety of handicrafts from McCone 

County.  The entire facility is handicapped-

accessible and we encourage all age-groups 

to come enjoy 

what McCone 

County has to  

offer.  Please use 

the map below to 

navigate to our 

museum. 
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OUR TREASURES  


