Chamber of Commerce Minutes – February 2008
Kristi Williams opened the meeting by introducing our new President – Lindy Wright.
Kristi read the January minutes and they were approved as read.  She also gave an estimate on the treasurer’s report.  

Dick Melvin gave a report on the State Chamber meeting he attended.

· One session’s main point was that small businesses can compete with national chains through unique services.

· He also reported visiting with Carol Lambert and she would like to know when Chamber events are so she can be in attendance.

Old Business:
Chamber Banquet – the director’s decided to cancel the banquet for this year and run a full page ad in The Circle Banner.  Citizen of the year will be postponed until Town and Country day and will be the Grand Marshall of the parade.

New Business:

· Brockway Dairy Day – the Circle rodeo association is talking about sponsoring a rodeo in Circle the day before to draw more people to a three day event.  A new idea is to encourage vendors to set up tables/booths at all three rodeos for a package deal.

· Christmas in July – will not happen this year

· Garage Sale day – June 21st.  We would like to include Brockway – they can set up in the community center and possible have a group or Brockway Supper Club cater a lunch.

· Send invitations to chamber events to our representatives and legislature

· Town & Country Day – Sept. 27th.  There will not be a Bump-n-Run that day so the football game will be in the afternoon.  Ask Nancy Hansen if she has any ideas for an evening speaker.  During evening entertainment hand out awards to businesses for most friendly, etc.  (See examples in Sidney paper). 

· Read the newsletters from surrounding chambers and possibly visit their meetings.

· Consensus was that we do not need to think about a name change at this point.

· Old Car Run – the idea was brought up to hold an old car run (classics) from some point in Circle to some point in Brockway possibly on a Sunday afternoon or combine with a class reunion this summer.

· There was a request to have speakers brought in for at least some of our chamber meetings.  Dick Melvin volunteered to head up organizing this.  Some suggestions were:  GNDC, Peggy Iba (Horizons), neighboring chamber presidents, Carol Lambert, Tish Guldborg – she has been giving health talks at the Sr. Center, entrepreneurs – local home based businesses.  Lindy Wright will be speaking at our next meeting about her business and how to be successful in home businesses.  These speakers should be highlighted in Chamber Chatters.  

· Our focus this year is going to be on home based businesses in our area – encouraging them, providing information, promoting them to the community, inviting them to be chamber members.  It would be nice to do feature articles of each business in the paper.

· There was a motion to allow home based businesses to join the chamber for the individual price of $25.  Motion carried.

Meeting was adjourned.

