CIRCLE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE SEPTEMBER BUSINESS OF THE MONTH- CLARET THEATRE

Brigitte and Doug Dubin, natives of Los Angeles, CA, arrived in Brockway in the fall of 2004 after purchasing the Brockway Mercantile through an eBay listing.  The house, Mercantile, and the lease for the Brockway Post Office were all posted by Dennis Wolff in one package listing and, to Brigitte, it seemed like the Town of Brockway would wither away without a post office.  It was a perfect opportunity for their family of five to escape and their move to Brockway helped to increase the population of the town.  "We always shared this dream of one day owning a general store with a little bit of everything," Doug commented. 

LA is quite different from Brockway and Circle though Brigitte and Doug, along with their three daughters, Steffannie, Tiffannie, and Jenniffer, have acclimated quite well to life here in Eastern Montana.  In California, Brigitte worked ten years as an archivist for Walt Disney and Doug was a professional game show contestant for six years.  Doug’s last show was “Whammy” in which he won; the Dubins have furnished their homes with the winnings from the shows that Doug has appeared in.  Their life in LA was hectic and frenetic and, by coming to Brockway, they have more space to roam, a better quality of life and have opted out of the ‘rat race’, all factors that contribute make life in smaller communities desirable.


This past February 2010, after Ryan and Brittiny Grigg renovated and restored the Claret Theatre, the Dubins began renting the movie equipment and the movie theatre portion of the Claret from the Griggs.  They began shortly afterwards to show movies until they temporarily closed the theatre at the end of July.  The Griggs and the Dubins realized that certain portions of the theatre needed to be renovated once again and they wanted to ensure that the theatre was fully restored to its former glory and beauty.  Both of these families have worked extremely hard to rebuild the Claret Theatre, formerly known as the Redwater Theater Company, after the Griggs purchased the building in 2009, and to bring the theatre business back to life in Circle.  In Brigitte Dubin’s opinion, “There are only two things for entertainment in Town- the movie theatre and bowling.”  

In the six months the Claret Theatre has been open, the Dubins saw a 15% increase in attendance compared to the attendance rates in 2008 from the Redwater Theatre Company.  This is mainly because it is impossible for other theatres in Eastern Montana to duplicate the Claret’s ticket and concession prices.  One of the obvious advantages of the Claret is that the movie times are always listed on Facebook on the Claret Theatre page, a conduit to the public.  However, after the Dubins pay the movie production companies to obtain the movie and their rent to the Griggs, they break even if 110 people attend the particular movie that weekend.    
Thus far, the Dubins have received very positive feedback from the general public.  The Dubins want the theatre to be a fun experience for people to live vicariously through the movies.  It appears that having the movies running weekly has added a new weekend activity for residents in Circle and the neighboring communities.  Brigitte and Doug want the theatre to continue forever but they need more public support in order to continue to give the public what they desire.  

The Theatre is slated to open September 17, before Town and Country Day, at which they will have a float in the parade.  The ticket prices will be $5 (or a family pack of four tickets for $20 that are good for no specific amount of time) and they will run movies at 7:00 PM Friday, Saturday, and Sunday.  The Dubins ran a promotional booth at the McCone County Fair as a way to re-orient people to the Theatre and at which they gave away free posters and sold popcorn.  Tiel Hart won a family four-pack at the booth and the Dubins also had hourly prize winners.  

The Dubins have many ideas and plans for the Claret Theatre such as: a kids’ club on Thursday and Friday afternoons as something else for kids to do; Santa Day on which they will give away an all-expenses paid cruise for two valued at $4,500 to wherever the winner decides to go and also will give away seats to the first attendees; to install Dolby Digital; to make the theatre a Wi-Fi hotspot in Circle; and to begin a birthday program (if it is your birthday, you can get in for free during the entire week of your birthday).  Go to this website, https://sears.promo.eprize.com/billion/gallery, search for ‘Brockway’, and vote for Brigitte’s video so that the Claret Theatre can receive funding from Sears/Kmart’s ‘What would you do with one billion points?’.  
