Circle Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture Monthly Meeting, May 5th, 2010
· Julie called meeting to order at 12:25 pm.
· 17 members and guests present.

· Julie read the April monthly minutes.

· Treasurer’s report- $2,054.24 in the Wells Fargo bank account.

· Old Business:

· Pastor Butch Hart presented on 4th of July fireworks show which will take place that Sunday.

· The budget for the fireworks is $1,700 to $1,800 and Pastor Butch will talk to Jerrod Williams for more information.

· A fundraising idea- put bins for aluminum cans around town and use profits to off-set cost of fireworks.  Erika has looked into this and needs to get more bins from Pepsi in Sidney.

· Garage Sale Day- is set for Saturday, June 12th.  More details will be discussed at the next monthly meeting.
· We will continue to have Chamber meetings at the Circle Country Market (formerly known at Schmidt’s).
· Julie introduced the new business owners in town- Bonnie Hollbrook, of Stockman Lanes, and Ben Graves, of the Circle Country Market.  The first year is free for these two businesses to be Chamber members.

· New Business:

· Justin McPherson, General Manager of the Farmer’s Elevator in Circle, oversees the operations in Circle and Central Harvest States has facilities all over the region.  Justin has been the manager in Circle for five years.
· At CHS, they manufacture pellets, feed is the largest production, bagged feed is also available, have: crop protection and safety, a portable seed cleaner (will clean over 200,000 bushels a year), minerals, liquid-feed, feed tubs, chemicals (they can house up to $7 million-worth of chemicals), grain (300,000 to 500,000 bushels of spring wheat are housed there and load it up in Wolf Point), and crop nutrients.  

· Post-fire, the elevator is up and running and they have rebuilt the entire elevator.

· Karen Wolff, Circle Insurance agent, discussed that the Circle Chamber of Commerce members are eligible for the Montana Chamber Choices Health Options.

· There is only one business in Circle that is a currently partaking in the insurance option.

· This insurance possibility is especially good for small businesses.

· For more information, please contact Karen Wolff or go to the Montana Chamber of Commerce website.

· Public Notices:  Bonnie Hollbrook, of Stockman Lanes, said that there is a birthday party at the Lanes for her husband on May 8th.  Also, the Circle Community Club is hosting a rib cook-off festival on Saturday, May 22nd.
· Upcoming guest speakers:  June- Wanda Robinette, Circle Community Club; Paul Skyberg, Search and Rescue Committee

· July- Lonny Jensen, Fair Board Chairman

· Meeting was adjourned at 1:00 pm.
