Chamber of Commerce November 3rd Minutes

· Brigitte called the meeting to order at 12:20 pm.

· Thirteen members and guests were present.

· Brigitte read the minutes from October meeting and the minutes were approved.

· Erika reported on the Meet the Candidates forum held on Tuesday, October 26th.  Fifteen candidates were present, was attended by 30 individuals, and filmed by MRC-TV.

· Brigitte stated that the kids’ Halloween costume contest went very well at the First Lutheran Church with 40 kids present and the top three prizes were handed out in each age group.

· Julie read the treasurer’s report: $1,656 in the bank account; paid $15 for the kids’ prizes, $25 for thank-you cards and present to Karen Wolff (the moderator of political forum), and $25 to Anige Belus for plaque.

· Brigitte displayed the plaque for Jerry Curtiss, designed by Angie Belus.

· The plaque was given to Haley who will take a picture of Jerry with the plaque.

· James Clinton, the guest speaker for the meeting, discussed port and border safety in Montana.

· He gave a brief history of border/port placement and that he has designed and engineered border patrol entry sites and a border protection station like the Scobey border patrol station for border agents.

· Border stations are critical for homeland security and the US economy is dependent on transportation of goods and the US border patrol secures those transportation lines.

· Border agents protect American citizens and they reside in the living quarters in the border patrol stations which are different from land ports of entry.

· There are ten land ports of entry but the Port of Whitetail, 13 miles from Scobey’s port, might be closing.

· Border patrol stations are federal centers that can resist any attack and you can view the events occurring at the border in real time on the internet.

· Brigitte reported that the Christmas Open House will be on December 17th.  Any business can call the Circle Banner to have an ad.

· Brigitte reported that the Santa Day is December 4th at the Senior Center.

· Anita made a motion to give money for prizes for the After-School Program Carnival on November 20th.

· Motion was made to adjourn and it was seconded.  Meeting came to a close at 1:05 pm.

